
 

 

WATERFRONT PARKING FEES AND HOURS OF 
OPERATION 

 
Santa Barbara Municipal Code Section 10.44.152 provides for the establishment of fees 
in municipally owned parking lots, and the Board of Harbor Commissioners of the City of 
Santa Barbara has recommended adoption of the fees charged for Waterfront Parking 
as set forth below. 

 
A. PARKING FEES AND HOURS OF OPERATION IN THE WATERFRONT AREA     

PARKING LOTS 
 

1. Fees for parking in the Leadbetter Beach Parking Lot shall be $2.00 per 
hour with a maximum charge of $12.00 per vehicle per 24 hours of parking.  
Hours of operation - 10 a.m. to 10 p.m., Monday through Friday; 8:00 a.m. to 10 
p.m. Saturday, Sunday, Holidays, and Special Events.   

 
2. Fees for parking in the La Playa East and La Playa West Lots shall be 
$2.00 per hour with a maximum charge of $12.00 per vehicle per 24 hours of 
parking. Hours of operation – 8:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m., June 15 through Labor 
Day and Memorial Day weekend subject to conditions of the Joint Powers 
agreement between the City and Santa Barbara City College.   

 
3. Fees for parking at the Cabrillo East, Cabrillo West, Harbor West, Garden 
Street and Palm Park Parking Lots shall be $2.00 per hour with a maximum 
charge of $12.00 per vehicle per 24 hours of parking. Pay-And-Display Parking 
Management System shall operate year round.  Hours of operation - 10 a.m. to 
10 p.m., Monday through Friday, 8:00 a.m. to 10 p.m. Saturday, Sunday, 
Holidays, and Special Events.   

 
4 The fee for parking at the Harbor Parking Lot shall be $2.00 per hour with 
a maximum charge of $12.00 per vehicle per 24 hours of parking.   Hours of 
operation are 24 hours per day, all year. 

 
5. The City Administrator or his/her designee may make minor adjustments 
to fee collection, hours of enforcement, and operation for efficient administration 
and may change enforcement and collection when inclement weather, 
emergencies, or special events so dictate. 

 
6. Annual parking permits exempting permit holders from hourly parking fees 
shall be available to the general public at the following charges and subject to the 
following limitations:  

 
a. $100.00 per calendar year applicable to all lots defined in Sections 1 
through 6. 

 
b. Annual parking permits shall be reduced from $100.00 to $90.00 per 
calendar year beginning May 1st and is applicable to all lots defined in 
Sections 1 through 6.  
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c. Annual parking permits shall be reduced from $90.00 to $70.00 per 
calendar year beginning on August 1st and is applicable to all lots 
defined in Sections 1 through 6. 

 
d. Annual parking permits shall be reduced from $70.00 to $55.00 per 
calendar year beginning November 1st and is applicable to all lots 
defined in Sections 1 through 6. 

 
e. Annual parking permits shall not be valid on vehicles over 20 feet in 
length. 

 
7. The City Administrator or his/her designee may grant waivers to the 20-
foot length limitation in the Harbor Parking Lot, based on ocean-related or ocean-
dependent priority need, including but not limited to commercial fishing 
operations, or vehicles registered to companies providing oil spill response. 
Vehicles receiving a waiver of the 20-foot length limit will be permitted to display 
an annual parking permit.  Vehicles measuring less than 22 feet in length that 
receive a waiver may park in normal stalls.  Vehicles measuring between 22 and 
24 feet in length that receive a waiver shall be required to park in parking stalls 
along Shoreline Drive. 
 

a. A vehicle with a length exceeding 24’ may park in the Harbor 
Parking Lot only with the express written consent of the City 
Administrator.  Such consent may include special conditions related to 
where, when and under what circumstances the vehicle may be parked 
in the Harbor Parking Lot.   

  
8. Parking permits exempting Harbor slip permit holders, Mooring permit 
holders and Harbor business owners from parking fees shall be available at 
$70.00 per calendar year with a limit of one parking permit per slip permit, 
business, or Mooring permit.  All permits purchased thereafter shall be at the 
same rate as the general public as stated in Paragraph 6, above. 

 
9. All vehicles parking in the above-defined lots are subject to all applicable 
State and Municipal ordinances and codes. 

 
10. The charge for boat trailers using the small-boat-launch ramp shall be 
$2.00 per hour with a maximum charge per trailer of $8.00 per 24 hours of 
parking. Such charges shall be in addition to charges applied to the towing 
vehicle. 
 
11. A wash-down fee of $0.50 for 5 minutes will be charged at the small-boat 
launch ramp. 

 
12. The charge for a boat trailer exiting a parking lot without a time-dated 
parking ticket shall be calculated at twice the vehicle charge, i.e., $40.00. 
 
13. Fees and charges in all Waterfront Parking Lots shall be calculated on the 
basis of the number of regular sized parking stalls used or any fraction thereof.  
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14. An entry fee not to exceed $12.00 may be charged under special 
circumstances or for special events where it is anticipated that charging on entry 
will be more efficient than collecting the fee on exit. The Waterfront Director is 
authorized to make the determination. 
 
15. Fees for parking in the Harbor Parking Lot may be waived or reduced at 
the discretion of the Waterfront Director for the customers of Santa Barbara 
Sailing Center and Sea Landing located within the Harbor and east of the Harbor 
Parking Lot control kiosk subject to the following conditions: 

 
a. The lessee may reduce the customer’s maximum 24 hour parking 
fee of $12.00 per vehicle to $3.00 per vehicle by validating the customer’s 
parking ticket. This validated parking ticket and parking fee will be 
collected at the Harbor kiosk upon exit.  This reduction in the maximum 24 
hour parking fee is not applicable to boat trailers. 

b. The lessee only provides validations to bona fide customers who 
have purchased services (as per the lease definition of "gross sales" for 
the purposes of computing rent due the City of Santa Barbara). Any 
validation must be clearly stamped on the back of the customer’s parking 
ticket issued on entry.  Sales receipts are not accepted in lieu of properly 
validated parking tickets.  

16. Fees for oversize vehicles (20-33 feet in length, as defined in Santa 
Barbara Municipal Code Section 17.36) using outer lots shall be double the 
normal parking fee changed for regular sized vehicles for that lot. 

 
B. MAXIMUM 72-HOUR PARKING LIMIT FOR VEHICLES IN THE HARBOR 

PARKING LOT  
 

1. 72-Hour Restriction Exceptions - In accordance with Santa Barbara 
Municipal Code Section 10.44.060 

 
No person who owns, or has possession, custody or control of any vehicle shall 
park, stop or leave standing such vehicle in the same parking space in the 
Harbor Parking Lot for more than a period of seventy-two consecutive hours, 
except as designated in Section 17.36.040 of the Santa Barbara Municipal Code.  
 
2. Long Term Parking - Payment of Fees 

 
Any person wishing to park a vehicle in the Harbor Parking Lot over the 72 hour 
limit may be allowed to do so, provided: the vehicle owner registers with the 
Waterfront Parking Office prior to leaving the vehicle in the Harbor Parking Lot. 

 
3. In the event a vehicle is parked, stopped or left standing in the Harbor 
Parking Lot in excess of a consecutive period of 72 hours, without a valid 
slipholder permit, and has not registered with the Waterfront Parking Office in 
advance; the vehicle may be cited and any member of the Police Department 
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authorized by the Chief of Police may remove the vehicle from the Harbor 
Parking Lot in the manner and subject to the requirements of the Vehicle Code. 
 
4. The Waterfront Director shall post appropriate notices at the entrances to 
the Harbor Parking Lot advising the public of the requirements of this Resolution. 
 

C. STEARNS WHARF PARKING FEES  
 

1. Stearns Wharf Parking Fees 
 

a. Ninety (90) Minutes of free parking upon entry onto Stearns Wharf. 
After the 90 minute free parking period, fees of $2.50 per hour or 
part of an hour are applicable as stated in Section C 1.  Paragraph 
(b).  Persons with disabilities who display valid disabled 
placards or plates will receive 2 ½ hours (150 minutes) of free 
parking. After the 2 ½ hour free parking period, fees of $2.50 per 
hour or part of an hour are applicable as stated in Section C 1.  
Paragraph (b). 

b. The rate for parking a motor vehicle on Stearns Wharf shall be 
$2.50 per hour or fraction thereof with a maximum charge per 
vehicle of $20.00 per day. 

D. ALL PARKING LOTS 
 

1. The rate for exit without a parking ticket shall be $20.00 at Stearns Wharf 
and the Harbor parking lot.  At all other Waterfront Parking Lots not operated by 
Pay-And-Display Parking Management Systems the rate for exit without a 
parking ticket shall be $12.00. 
 
2. All vehicles must park within the boundaries of marked parking stalls. 
Vehicles parked horizontally, diagonally, or across existing marked parking stalls 
shall be subject to citation.  

 
3. Parking lots and parking stalls must not be obstructed with personal 
property. 
 
4. The owner of a vehicle parked in a Waterfront Parking Lot operated by a Pay-
And-Display Parking Management System not properly displaying a valid pay-and-
display receipt or displaying an expired receipt shall be subject to a fee penalty as 
follows: 
 a. Single vehicle up to 20’: $22 
 b. Oversized vehicle 20’ to 33’: $34 
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